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By ROBERT KzATLEY :

WASITINGTON — By now the United
States must have the world's most-pubil.
cized secret spy service.

The Central Intelligence Agency's deeds
and misdeeds are spread through the daily
press. Its ex-employes publish books and
articles—some telliny all, others loyally
covering up some things for “the com-
pany.” As usual, assorted foreigners still

such varied folks as Camtodian Ruddhist
monks, Ustashi- terrorists, Panamanian
students and the entire Austrian army,

and a reluctant Executive Branch ere Into
the act. Several congressional commitiees
threaten to sirip away CIA -secrecy in
search of alleged illegal domestic and un-
wise foreign activities. deantime, a new
Vice President, unt{l recently an official
overseer of the intelligence game, heads a
presldential commission appointed to do
much the same. And Nelson Rocketeller
already concedes ‘““violations or abuses'” of
the CIA charter did occur.

All thiz produces hard times at Lang-
ley, Virginia. That's' where tze CIA has its
headquarters and most of i's staff. And
that's where William Colby, as direc-
tor of Central intellizence, manazes—nom-
fnally, at least—the entire American intel-
ligence community, including the Penta-
gon’s. Defense Intelligence . Agency and
other organlzations. Agency morale s
down end there's gloom ahout the future.
A kind of “what-didwe-do-to-deserve-
thls?"” atmosphere pervades.

Despite the repercussions, thouzh,
there’s wide ezreement ‘that scrutiny is
. overdue. CIA (and other) ventures into for-

bidden domestic police work may not be as
--“massive” as ailerod, but transzressions
dif orcur, Morz than one Pras'dant called
on his secreiive snoons to inv
even harass, volitical foes,

Meantime,
newer membera of Congress corio:iain that

commiita2s charged with o
Ugence oparaticns were neg

" they'rz ou! to change that. Tha
the old bevs ca Cagitol Hi
went t90 easv on the old M :
trade; wliere the money went, and why,
Cergress didn't want to krow,

For examcie, the late Senator Allen El
STAT o? Louisiana for vears was one of
ive Yerats waichdozs. Ye! when aques.
- tloned crce on the floor abeu: secret fi-
;ranciag of war {n Lanss, he made it clear
he hadn't been told much.

“I did not know anwthing ztout it. .. .
I rever asked,. to bezin with, whether or
not there wers any funds ts carry on tie
.War In this sum the CIA askz ] for. It néver
diwned on mi2 to ask abous "
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blame it for causing trouble by exploiting.

More importantly, an eager Congress
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- The Hornets’ Nest at Langley

But no more. Many legislators now de-
mand accountability, and the Executive
Branch realizes it must ba provided, The
CL\ {tself concedes times change, and it
must be more open. “‘The employes of tha
agency and I ars wholly committad to

| being responsive,” Mr, Colby recently iold

j @ Senate committes,

! Another Casualty of Vietnam

. In part, this changs reflects s broad
disenchaniment with many aspects of for.
‘eign alfairs. The origins of that may lls in

" Vietnam. For years, Corzress acauissced.
in war there ard financed it regularly, But
today's legislators, determined to pravent
a rerun of that conflict anywhere, search
suspiciously for signs of new American in-
volvement in unsavory forcign climes.
This produces laws which inhioit ard dis-
may Secretary of State Henry Kissinger,
who believes Congress is medditng mis.

" chievously in his affalrs, And it maxes the.
CIA—which has often conducted clandas.
tine “dirty tricks” In forelzn countries—a
‘prime target for congressional wrath and
suspicion. : :

“It's all part of the general attack on
complains .an agency ..

forelgn polley,”
hand.

Tet tads shouldn't ba surprising. This s
the age of official detenie, ard many
Americans think it's time to scrap Cod
War letiovers. They ro longer f2e] thev're
fighting world communism, rushing into
every perceived breach with gurs and
money. This creates n:ore dispute adout
what the government cdoes abroad (2s a}
home, tharks to Waterzate), Because of ita
suppor:ing role in fera2izn policy, pius do-
mestic misdeads, tha CIA and other Ir:siii.
sence agencies no longer get thelr reveren.
tal treatment of old. .

. But the many Invesizations yn=er
do raise troublesome questions, Is

volved Include those of what siould Se ths

The CIA has attrzctes a
.swarm of critics, but is it
“possible to kave internatinn-
al - arms coatrol “witkous
good intelligence capabiii-
ties? :

size, mission and control system for the in.
‘trlligence  commurnlly. There also are
lesser questions of wio shouid te In
charge, and what ere ths possible long-
term adverse effacts of ine investizatiors
¢ morale and efficieacy.

F'or example, there's dispute atoyt how

Q2D e ns

know all. But if they learn ail, will they
also tell sll—to tha detrimant cf rational
securizy?
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Keeping some secrets {s essentlal to the
intellizance trade. Thus some admiaistra-

_tion officlals werry about how to reconcile

congressional desire to keep informad with
their claimed need to classily certain In-
formation. An agreement oa suparvisory |
procedures, as well as a trust which

. doesn’t now exist, will be nzeded.’

Congress I3 also Iooking at the sfze and
diversity of the {inteilizence community, .
which may include bits of some 60 govarn.
ment agencies, It seems likzly a smaller,
es3 overlapping structure wiil cmerge,
probably with tighter conirols within the
Executive Branch as well as miore strin-
gent congressional oversizat. Mr, Colby of-
ficially manages all fateiligence activities
already, for exampls, but officials say he
doesn’t really control thes Pantagzon's DIA,
among other agencies. New legislation

could tighten ths commard and -contral . -
- system.

Meantime, Mr.- Coiby has given Con-

- gress an additional problem. He says thers

are ‘good” secrets (the names of agents,
for example) and *'bad’ secrets (informa- -
tion which wquld embarrass the govern.

ment but wouldnt damaga security if re-cr

vealed). While ke promises te be more
talkative than his predescessors, ha zlso
wants new laws to keep ex-ermployes from
talking too much. He sava thei= revalations
can injure the natlonal interest. - ”
“To Improve this s!iuation,” he told -
Corzrass, “we have propased legistation,
and I invite this commitize 10 supoors the
sirengthening of corirels over iafeilizence
secre!s.” Already, the id2a—which hasa't
heen detalled vei—has b2en denounced as
an uncanstitutional 'effcrt a2t prinr restraint
of frze speech. Ms2zniime, some agency
hancds oppose It on tactica! ercunds; thay
think Mr. Colby 13 compourdinz CIA prob-
lems unnecessarily &y s2eking such contro-
versial laws now,
©And that raises
Mr. Coisy keep his §
He isn’t univers
own siop, and there §
“outsidz. Mr, Ki
lievea the ClaA
mucl, raking pessitis in
whizh z2t it into trouble. Oiers say e,
Colby'is 2 bad manager of ths huge intelli.
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